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December News: 

Whew! It’s hard to believe it is almost holiday break and 

the new year will soon be upon us! Time is flying by! 

Book Reports: Our first book reports are due on 12/ 13 

and I am looking forward to seeing all of their hard work.  

Holiday Shop: The envelopes went home on 12/6. Students 

will have a chance to visit the PTO Holiday Shop on Friday 

12/13. It’s a great way to let them feel the happiness that 

comes from giving a gift. Small items are available for a 

small cost so that children can purchase gifts for family 

and friends.  

At-Home Helpers-Please continue to encourage your child 

to use sites such as LearnZillion, Galileo, and Study Island. 

These are all links on my website and offer a great review 

of common core standards and all we are working on in 

class. Learn Zillion is something the students are familiar 

with using, so have them show you how it works.  

MATH FACTS: Though I am seeing improvement, we still 

need to work on these facts. “Math Trainer” is my favorite  

 

 

 

 

 

 

online tool to help  students learn the ones giving them 

trouble. Please try to study over the break too!!  

Holiday Donations: The fourth grade teachers sent home a 

notice suggesting a donation to the local elders in need 

instead of a gift for the teachers. We are grateful for the 

generosity of so many families but also know there are 

many in need in our community. Donation bins will be in the 

classroom.  

Supplies Are Needed: 

Our classroom is in need of some supplies. Any donations 
are GREATLY appreciated! 

 Wipes (it’s cold and flu season and I am wiping down 
all surfaces daily and desk tops weekly!) 

 Kid Scissors (not sure where they all go to….) 
 Pencils 
 expo markers 
 Used Games? Legos?-needed for indoor recess!  

 Manilla folders (I make a lot of file folder games and 
go through these fast!) 

As always, contact me with any questions or concerns! 

-Mrs. Carvalho         carvalhoc@seekonk.k12.ma.us 
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What Are We Learning About? 

ELA-In the area of English/Language Arts, we are coming 

to the end of our novel, In the Year of the Boar and Jackie 

Robinson. We are learning about theme, plot, figurative 

language, and character traits. In addition, we are also 

learning about poetry and its structural elements such as 

rhythm, meter, and types of rhyme. If you haven’t already, 

ask your child to show you their Reading notebook, which 

is an interactive one and filled with all they are learning! 

Writing- Students finished their 5 paragraph essays on 

“What they are thankful for”. They are also still working on 

stories in the realistic fiction genre. They will be 

“publishing” a story soon and working on enhancing what 

they wrote. At the same time, students are also improving 

their work with citing evidence when responding to a 

reading response question.   

Math-Students are continuing Unit 3 which is all about 

multiplication and division of larger numbers. Students are 

learning how to write equations using variables, breaking 

apart larger numbers to multiply them in a way they can 

understand and to model a problem. As much as you may 

want to show them the “real” way of solving a long division 

problem or a multiplication problem, PLEASE hold off. I 

have links on my website to help see how we are learning 

division and multiplication. Rushing to show them the 

“traditional” way at home only confuses them as the focus 

of 4th grade is to teach them the CONCEPTS, PLACE 

VALUE, and THINKING behind these math operations. 

Learn Zillion is a GREAT place to see the way 4th graders 

“do math” and how to “draw a division problem”, etc. When 

they are asked to explain their work and how they solved 

it, typical long division doesn’t help them unless they 

understand the concept of division. The algorithm we learn 

will help them….It may take a bit longer, but in the end, we 

are hoping their thinking will be more solid and deeper.  

Please continue practicing math facts daily though—and 

yes, this can be the old fashioned way-flash cards or 

writing the tables over and over…whatever works! 

Social Studies- We are finishing our textbook unit on 

Immigration and learning what cultures make up our 

country and why they came to the US. We will have a test 

before the break but continue learning more about 

immigration in the 2nd trimester through books and 

experiences.  

REMEMBER –HOMEWORK IS POSTED DAILY ON MY WEBSITE.THIS LINK 

IS ALSO ACCESSIBLE on the MARTIN WEBSITE  

Big News: We filled the biscuit bowl! Murphy, our class 

dog (okay, so he’s stuffed….) is very happy that behavior 

has been so excellent because the kids earned lots of 

biscuits for him, filling his bowl, and earning themselves a 

class reward of their choice. Voting will be next week so 

we can fit in a fun reward before the break. I am so lucky 

to have such a great class! 

To all of my students and families, 

I would like to wish all of you a 

very happy, peaceful, and 

wonderful holiday season!  



 


