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February News 

There is a lot going on in Room 225!  

Biography Book Reports: February is Black History Month and 

the students should be hard at work reading their chosen 

biography books about a famous African American who made 

the world a better place. I am looking forward to hearing their 

presentations and seeing their posters! I do usually go lighter 

on homework in the weeks before a home project is due so 

please encourage your child to work on their report a little at 

a time so that they are learning to budget their time wisely—

a great habit to build as middle 

school approaches! 

At-Home Helpers-Please continue to 

encourage your child to use sites 

such as Galileo and Study Island. 

There are links on my website and 

offer a great review of common 

core standards that we are working 

on in class.  

MATH FACTS: Though I am seeing 

improvement, many students STILL need to work much harder 

on these facts, as it is holding them back from having success  

 

 

 

 

 

 

in long division and multiplying larger numbers. It’s frustrating 

when you see them learn the algorithm, but make mistakes on 

the small facts within the problem. My suggestion at this 

point is to have children recite the tables, write and rewrite 

the tables, and work on ONE table or a FEW facts at a time 

until they are mastered.   

Supplies Still Needed! 

 Wipes (it’s cold and flu season and I am wiping down all 
surfaces daily and desk tops weekly!) 

 Kid Scissors –we received some donations (THANK 
YOU!!) but could use some more! 

 expo markers 

As always, contact me with any questions or concerns! 

-Mrs. Carvalho         carvalhoc@seekonk.k12.ma.us 

HOMEWORK REMINDER: 

Homework is posted daily on my website!  

I write it in greater detail to help parents understand 

what their children wrote in their planners  

(or didn’t write!!) 

mailto:carvalhoc@seekonk.k12.ma.us


What Are We Learning About? 

ELA-In the area of English/Language Arts, the 

students are really loving our Greek Mythology unit. I 

created this unit to teach students about allusions to 

Greek myths we find in our culture (“the midas 

touch”, a “herculean task”) and also teach them about 

Greek word roots. Combine this with our study of 

geometry (lots of Greek connections there!) and the 

upcoming Olympic games, and the kids are really 

making lots of connections. We are also learning a lot 

about informational text structures, summarizing 

fiction and non-fiction, and always reviewing our 

earlier work on the elements of fiction. If you 

haven’t already, ask your child to show you their 

Reading notebook, which is an interactive one and 

filled with all they are learning! 

Writing- Students are working hard on Opinion writing 

and all of them are heading towards a final essay 

that details something they feel strongly about. They 

are all showing a lot of growth in adding details and 

supporting their opinions with evidence and examples.  

Math-Students have been learning about 2-dimensional 

geometry, which includes learning about shapes, 

angles, and more work on perimeter and area. We will 

continue to work on solving word problems and using 

our skills in long division and multiplication as well as 

explaining our thinking in a well written response to a 

multi-step math question. Please use the Math Page 

on my website for helpful video lessons/ review  

 

games and more. Also, please continue practicing math 

facts daily though—and yes, this can be the old 

fashioned way-flash cards or writing the tables over 

and over…whatever works! 

Social Studies- We are beginning our unit on the 

regions of the United States, starting in the 

Northeast. Students will be expected to know a lot 

of geography, from location of the states to the 

capital of each state. Students should be studying 

and taking advantage of the fun games I have already 

posted on my website to help them with this 

daunting task.  We will also be continuing to work on 

immigration topics after our unit on Greek Myths. 

Science: We are finishing our unit on static and 

current electricity. We will be taking a break to do 

social studies but we will return to science and learn 

more about magnets and electricity! 

Weekly Work: Be sure to look for your child’s weekly 

folders and take time to review their work with 

them. Please sign them and return promptly so I know 

you have been “kept in the loop” with their work. 

Thanks!!! 

 

February Vacation is 2/15 through 2/19!   

I hope all of my students enjoy the 

break! But don’t forget to keep studying 

your math facts and work on your 

Biography project!  -Mrs. C 


